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Following the July/Aug/Sept issue, a few comments were received:
Thank you for this Newsletter. A big thank you
for the beautiful layout. A great job to you all.
Barb Smith - Penticton.
I must commend you and the association for a
very informative and interesting newsletter. I
hope you will receive more materials such as the
tour director's story from retirees as that story
was very instructive how active one can be in
retirement. I am again going to be in Asia on October 15 and will miss the get together. I hope it
goes well. Regards, Sid Fattedad
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Hi Wendy. Hope you are enjoying retirement and
thanks for the great newsletter you distributed last
month. You had indicated in that one that retirees are
able to participate in the 'sponsored offers' by the BSocial Club. Could you tell me who I should contact regarding these? Last year I purchased discounted tickets
to take my grandkids to "Disney on Ice" and I understand there are tickets now on sale again. I'd like to find
out if the Club has a discounted offer available again so
that I can purchase them again. Thanks for your assistance, Christine L.
Hey Rina!
This is a great newsletter! How do I get on the distribution list? I thought I had sent my sign up fee but maybe I
didn't...Let me know and keep up the great work you
and the other execs do.
Thanks, Joe (Pinto)

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus
BY HARDY GOETSCH

Part 11
Two years ago I met Martha Chan, from ERRC (Educational Resources & Referrals China) in Berkeley, California who asked me whether I would be interested to teach in China. They were looking for college and university teachers. My wife and I had traveled in China before. Here was an opportunity to spend a longer period and get to know the land and the people better. But one whole year? Or even “only” one semester? This
would be fine for a younger person but for a senior at 74?
One day Martha phoned me from Berkeley and asked: “what about teaching summer school?” Well, that was
a compromise. I had always enjoyed teaching and it had been one of my strengths when I had been with the
Board. Finally my BC Instructor Diploma, I had obtained twenty years earlier, became useful. I submitted my
credentials and Martha forwarded them to the university in Jinan to Professor Gao, the dean of the department. A few days later I received the official invitation from Shandong. Before we flew to China, several other
Canadians, most of them PhDs, were given a one week’s training in Berkeley. I wondered what I had to offer
among this illustrious group. All I had to do was to take my class on a virtual tour through the Rocky Mountains, and later as we became more acquainted with one another we did a lot of interactive training which I
enjoyed as much as my post graduate students.
One morning, when I entered the class room earlier than usual and the temperature had already reached 36
degrees, I found several students stretched out, asleep on the benches. Soon I learned that they had stayed
overnight to save time and money for the 1.5 hr ride home while I had rested comfortably in my air conditioned hotel room. As they had sacrificed their summer holidays I felt that I had to give my utmost to satisfy
their desire to learn.
Enthusiastic about such dedication, I offered Martha to return to China the following year - this time to Tai-An,
again about an hour’s flight from Beijing to the Medical University of Tai-An. Like the year before, two representatives from the university had been sent to pick me up at the airport. As my connecting flight from Beijing
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was delayed by six hours due to heavy thunderstorms, these poor people had to wait for me
from midnight to the next morning
This time my students were older than the year
before – mostly in their forties and fifties, and as I
learned to my horror, were all research scientists,
surgeons, psychologists, emergency physicians
and administrators of the institute and here was
“Hardy the tour guide” from Canada. This time
my accommodation, a furnished two bedroom
apartment, fully equipped with computer and
printer, was only a stone throw from my class
room. My co-teacher from Illinois and I had contracts calling for 16 hrs of teaching per week. As
she preferred the afternoons I took the morning
hours and devoted the remainder of my time to
refurbish and to prepare my presentations to suit
this illustrious clientele.
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noon.
Many of you may have hiked the ungroomed "Grouse
Grind". One of my friends boasts that he can do it in
less than 45 minutes. Walking up 6500 equal steps to
the top of Mount Tai-Shan in hot and humid weather
proved to be quite a challenge. It took us almost four
hours to the peak, and we did not feel guilty when we
returned 16 km by bus, rather than walking down.
Yes, friends, there is life after WCB!.

As in the previous year we “traveled” through the
Rockies but I expanded the realm and added
“Western Civilisations”- covering five thousand
years from Mount Sinai to the time of Jesus,
through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Dr.
Martin Luther’s Reformation and to the Industrial
Age. During the past twenty five years and more
so since my retirement, Edith and I had been to
all these places providing me with a huge collection of photographs which I used for the preparation of my lectures. The majority of students
could read and write English to a lesser and larger extent, but as they had learned the language
from Chinese teachers, their pronunciation was
often unintelligible. To overcome these problems
I developed a few silly sentences, like “Lyla and
Lily love low level flying” among other phonetic
exercises which we practised first thing every
morning. By the end of the course their English
had greatly improved.
What the North Shore Mountains are for Vancouver is Tai-Shan for the city of Tai-An, a “Holy
Mountain”. The development of Grouse Mountain
took a few decades. The Chinese built six thousand six hundred steps leading to the many temples which adorn its peaks. When Edith and I
indicated to the students that we wanted to climb
this mountain, several of them immediately volunteered to escort us.
The following Saturday our eager guides arrived
at our apartment at dawn, and we started our
hike in pouring rain arriving at the summit around

In Memoriam
BARRY, Grant

Sept. 15, 2012
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SEMI-ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, ART SHOW AND LUNCHEON
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2012
For the first time at our Semi-Annual GM at the offices of Worksafe BC in Richmond we had a display
of some of the arts and crafts created and presented by several Retirees. Everyone was impressed
with the caliber of the items shown and deemed this event a big success.
The luncheon started at noon with about 70 Board Retirees enjoying a very nice buffet lunch. As
usual, everyone seemed to enjoy the lunch and visiting with former colleagues.
At 1: p.m. in the auditorium, Maryanne spoke about a few past events and the upcoming Christmas
luncheon. She also spoke about some problems we have been having with our email addresses with
the result that several members did leave their email addresses for Carol Christopher to check and
verify. There was a draw for 20 Tim Horton’s Gift Certificates, and the floor was turned over to our
afternoon guest speaker, Valerie Cairns who is the Vice-President of Estate Planning from Solus
Trust. She gave us all an insight as to what is involved in planning your estate and covered such topics as: listing our assets and liabilities, probating a will, picking an executor and the duties of an executor as well as many other pertinent topics. She also outlined some pretty bizarre and scary scenarios that can happen to your estate if there is no will. All in all, it was a fun day, an informative day,
and an inspiring day! Hopefully we can have another art exhibit to again showcase some of our extremely talented members.

Margaret Perry

Maureen Charron
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Judy Alexander

Peter Hopkins, Roak Citroen

Contact Us
Social Committee
Margaret Perry
604-583-0025
Phone Committee
Rina Luchin
604-253-8547
Treasurer
Grace Hoyrup

Carol Sallenback
2555 – 127th Street
Surrey, BC V4A 6J8
csallenback@me.com
Newsletter
Wendy Pantages
wpantages@telus.net

Anne Rogers
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Christmas Lunch December 12, 2012
Location:

Marine Drive Golf Club

Address:

7425 Yew Street, Vancouver

Price:

$42.00 – *** please note this includes HST and the TIP

Time:

11:30 - 12:30 reception & no host bar
12:30 Lunch

Menu
Warm bread rolls with sweet butter
Field greens with assorted dressings
Thai noodle salad with snap peas and toasted cashews
Beef salad with pine nuts, sweet onion and goat cheese
Thyme Roast Turkey with Brioche fruit stuffing
gravy on the side
Roasted winter vegetables with honey chive glaze
Mashed potatoes
Maple Glazed yams
Christmas Pudding with Brandy sauce,
Assorted French Pastries
Shortbread, mincemeat tarts, fruit platter
Freshly brewed coffee and assortment of fine teas

Please make cheque payable to WCB Retiree Association and mail to Carol
Sallenback at 2555 127th St., Surrey, BC V4A 6J8. The money must be received by December 1, 2012. Expect contact from the Phone Committee to confirm your reservation. As a reminder to Retirees, the Association does not have
to pay any rental fees to the Golf Club, thanks to the ongoing bequest from our
former colleague Mr. Earl Gallagher.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
John

ELDRIDGE

David

FARRELL

Bev

HARWOOD
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